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A Line o" Cheer Each Day ¢ the Year.

By JOHN KENDRICK BANGS.

[irst printing of an origina: poem. written daily
for The Waahingica Herald

CONTENT WITH LITTLE.
"Tis wonderful amid lie's rush, its daily roar and
rout,
How many things we think we want that we can
do withour,
There’s so much jov in litle

things,
wWocs,

J envy no muan’s carden tif he'll let me have a rose.
(Logeright, DI

nany

A rciense arca round London has been ap-
proved by King Gebrge. The report says it 1s
twenty miles round but omits to say how high

Voters were bought for the price of a drink
in Indianapolis, hut the testimony does not show

how many tines they changed parties on clection;

iy,

An Amcrican, former consul at Hanover, has

subiscribed $125,000 to the new German war loan,

thus acquiring at least a rooting interest in the
war,

Capt. von Papen scems to think that American
pewspaper editors are not human beings and that
therefore he was privileged to call them “idiotic
Yankeces.”

1i the Balkans get into the wac more than a
year after the great conflict hegan the prace ad-
vocates will be forced to admit that their job is
ten big for them

Aftcr a brief bt heated debate on matters po-
litical Sherifi Kink<ad, of Hudson County, N. J.—
ke of the Bayonne strike fame—struck Collector of
the Port Otte Wittpenn a heavy blow on his clerk.

A fugiive from justice permiited the flip of a
coin 1o decide for him whether to commit suicide
or return 1o the scene of lus crime and make good.
He is still living, but he won’t be able to make
good by flipping coins.

Aifter a delay of twenty-four hours caused by
the bride’s train being late a woman of 73 and a
nian of 73 were married in Washington yesterday.
Iniagine how the mnpaticnt bridegroom must have

furned and denounced the ratlroad!

It 15 suggested that the Vienna government has
farled 1o understand that it i the desire oi the
1 nited States that Ambassador Dumba be recalled
mnconditionally. 11 that \ienna must
be sadly in necd of a new staff of translators,

1s the case

Not alone the visitors to Washington, but a

great many of its residents could read with profit |

the rules of Chici of Police Pullman for safety of
person and property. A lot of trouble would be
avorled by observing them rigidly at all times,

did Mr. Ford commence to
wish his “Baby Submarine” on the Navy Depart-

Ny somnes Henry

ment than an imir;:n,nn inventor comes forward
and claims that he thought of it first. Funny the
way Thf“\’ peace promolcr= arc i!i“ AvVs sCrapmng

abont something

“There 1= about as much danger of any of Lhe
Furopean nations attacking the United States as

there is of mice n Ty office ‘n:la(Llnﬂ lllt‘." de-
clares Sepator Vardaman.  Still it 15 well to bear
m nund that a picee of cheese wonld not be as
safe as the Senator

“Is the katser planning a seventh great power
m Europe® s the question considered in the
colutiims ol one ol our contemporaries. We think
that august monarch is engaged upon the universal
problem of how to keep the lower rin of the vest

from pariing company with the upper edge of the
trouscrines,

A negro boy between 1o and 14 years of age
has been legally hanged in Georgia, coniessing the
crime for which the Georgia law prescribes the
death pemalty. Of course he did not realize the
enormity of his offiense, and it is difficult to under-
ptand a condition of society that demands the life
of a child under such circumstances, except upon
the theory that he was not regarded as a human
being and was simply blotted out of existence to
save trouble and expense.

Precsident Wilson has written a letter to former
Gov. Cox, of Ohio, in which he discusses the
powers ofi Fetleral burcaus and commissions to in-
westigate and recommend changes in the tariff; and
this has been interpreted in some quarters as an
mdmission by the President that he is favorable to
wevision. Certainly there is nothing in the letter
Ro warrant any such conclusion. It would seem
o be a case of the wish being father to the thought
kmong those Democrats who thus interpret the
President’s words.

A Philadelphia judge has ordered the arrest of
& man who gave his 12-year-old som cigarcttes.
%A boy's father has no more right to give his son
gigarcites than a storckeepér has to sell them to a
mminor,” he said. The accuracy of the judge's in-
perpretation of the law is yet to be tested. In this
articular case it would probably be better for the
Doy to have the law look after his welfare, but
there would seem to be danger in a general appli-
wation of such a theory of the law, and who is to
$x the linsir?

in big 5o |

tion has agreed to respect the rules of interna-
tional law in some minor particulars in order to
show her conciliatory attitude toward the United
States. Therefore, let us throw up our hats and
shout, besides clasping to pur bosoms as men and
Lirothers Count von Bernstorff, Herr von Jagow,
Admiral von Tirpitz, and Count Reventlow. Hav-
ing done that let us consider what all this mag-
nanimity implies. Germany agrees not to sink
American ships carrying conditional contrabrand.
The illegality of such.a step has never been ques-
tioned by international lawyers. For the status of
conditional contraband can only be decided by a
prize court with the facts before it, and condemna-
tion of ghe cargo does not carry with it the con-
demnation of the ship. To sink a neutral ship
laden with conditional contraband is to arrogate
to the belligerent commander the duties of the
prize court judge and to destroy a vessel which
the prize court cannot in any event condemn.

Germany agrees to. sink American  vessels
carrying contraband only when it is impossible
to take them to port for adjudication. This, of
course, means that Germany reserves the right to
sink without further ado all American ships carry-
ing‘conlraband for the simple reason that the Ger-
man submarines—the only German warships able
io opcrate outside of the Baltic—cannot conceiv-
ably take their prizes into port. And no Amecrican
vessel 15 likely to reach or has yet reached the
Baltic with contraband except contraband des-
rimed for Germany.

International law recognizes the right of a
belligerent to sink without adjudication neutral
ships laden with conmtraband where the circum-
stances render it dangerous or impossible to take
i the prize into port for adjudication. Only in such
| case the belligerent is to preserve all of the ship's
{papcr.-. and other documentary evidence in the
]uu.c, And the bLetter practice requires that the
rowners of ships and cargo alike shall be indemnified
;unless the evidence against them is overwhelming.
' Submarine commanders have not hitherto dared

|

‘to make any kind of visit and search except in
!unr or two 1solated instances.

i In nine cases out of ten vessels sunk by Ger-
iman submarines have been torpedoed without
{warning—as the Ncbraskan was—and the likeli-
flmod that in future the German submarine com-
| manders will visit and search Amecrican ships and
texamine their papers before deciding to torpedo
|them is small indeed. What Germany intends to
‘do 1s to have the submarine commander sink the
<hip and then allege boldly that she was laden
with contraband or did not stop when signaled.
{ Then, when the matter 1s investigated and the evi-
dence produced that the ship was sunk without
warning and did not carry contraband, Germany
will take the position that she must necessarily
|accept the testimony of the submarine commander
and the evidence gleaned from “authoritative™ but
unnamed sources that the ship carried contraband,
‘but that in order to conciliate the United States
tshe 15 willing that these questions shall be sub-
tmitted to The Hague for arbitration.

But Germany 1s absolutely deprived of any
yright to sink American ships carrying contraband
by the Prossian treaty of 1830. With this treaty
i:hc American prople arc not much concerned.
| They would be satisfied ii they thought Germany
intended 1o follow the rules of international law.
!Rul the treaty is there, nevertheless. Germany in-
sists that it 1= capable of a construction that suits
her view of the case, and while this coniention is
‘absurd it 1s not absurd than 30 per
‘cent of the claims advanced on behali of litigants
i the civil courts,

Our crucial difference with the German govern-
ment is that quile apart from any treaty we re-
fuse to admit that the rule of international law
=nd of humanity, which compels a belligerent war-
ship to insure the safety of passengers and crew
of any merchant ship that it seizes or sinks, is
with by requiring them to take
to the boats, either before or after the ship has
!hcen torpedoed, and 1o get ashare as best they can
or wait 1o be rescued by some vessel that the sub-
‘marine commander doesn’t happen to chase away.
"And in this respect our contention and the rule of
linternational law make no distinction between
i.\m:ricanﬂ traveling or manming American \'es-i
{=els and Americans traveling on or manning bel- |
I ligerent merchantmen.  \We insist that their lives

more

fully complicd

Germany in her latest-diplomatic communica- |

ido us no good and may harm the unfortunates
whom we have been striving to assist.

In the meanwhile the only gleam of light on
the horizon seems to lic in the fact that the Brit-
ish navy appears to be making life under the ocean
!wave about as hazardous a pursuit as cooking
:dynamite. In view of the ready solution that this
1suggests to our own trouble we may perhaps re-
joice therein without incurring the accusation of
harboring a too flexible neutrality.

The Telephone.

By JOHN D. BARRY.

Many people make the mistake of abusing the
telephone operators. These workers, at what must
be a nerve-racking task, are sometimes irritating;
but they receive much more censure than they de-
serve. Often they are blamed for delays when
they are not responsible. The truth is, however,
that they have telephone users at their mercy, and
sometimes they execrcise their power to avenge
their hurt feelings. Those of them who have any
sense of humor must often laugh at the expres-
sions of impotent rage that reach them over the
wire.

Some one has called the telephone “first aid
to liars.” The expression at once conveys its
meaning. Some people may even .find a verifica-
tion in their own experience. There are many
who use the telephone to send messages that they
would not dare to decliver in the presence oi those
to whom the messages are sent. They cither get
others to say the messages over the wire, or they
speak themselves, distance and protection from
scrutiny giving them courage. There is no doubt
that it is much easier to fib over the telephone than
to fib while under searching observation. The
complications of social life lead many people who
have not the courage to say “"No” to personal prof-
iers of hospitality to resort to the telephone to
escape.

Of course, in this kind of expediency there is
cowardice. And the telephone is oiten made a
resort for cowards. Many persons with a griev-
ance will abuse the object of their enmity over
the telephone when they would not have the cour-
age to say a word of reproach te his face. Here,
too, therc is safety in distance, not merely jom
the risk of personal chastisement, but from that
moral power which some people exercise by their
mere presence. Public men are often abused over
the telephone by men who refuse to give their
names—sometimes even by women,

sense is often shown; but, it must be admitted,
the problem may be dificult. 1i the bell
near it may become a nuisance; if it is too far
away or out of hearing it may he incon-
venience. It is unfair to the rest of the world for
those who have telephones 1o be careless in their
response to calls, And vet, in this regard, many
telephone users show great selfishness. In calling
up a number it is particularly exasperating to know

an

home and yet not to be able to secure a response.

Story-tellers, jokers, and all persons who per-
form in private houses, such as musicians and lec-
turers, are gricvous sufferers from the telephone.
It may rudely break into the noblest of Beeth-
oven's sonatas, the most eloquent of perorations,
the most thrilling or side-splitting of tales. We all
know the miscry of having a good story inter-
selves. Sometimes it is the speaker who is called
away, sometimes the listener.

again, when the atmospherc is changed and the
interest has been dissipated.
its repetition, however, and the situation is ren-
dered all the more poignant when politeness for-
gets itself and the story is not asked for.

Almost as humiliating, on the other hand, is
the insistence of the rcturning guest on hearing
the story he has missed. Unless it is particularly
fine, onc of those infectious things that can bear
repetition, the others have no desire 10 hear it
again. During its recital, always without the
earlier spontancity, they possess themselves with
a show of patience. Such a test is usually a dread-
ful exposure of the average dinner story’s inferior

| miust not be jeopardized either by actual attack
|or by exposure in small boats on the high seas
11:[!1!'_\5 the merchantman attempts to cscape, in
Iwhich passengers and crew alike become|
iidentified with the ship and the liability for their
safety is shifted to the owners of the ship.

But Germany has not yet abandoned her pre-
posterous claun to be entitled to sink British mer- |
chantmen without warning, and even now while
she agrecs to sink American ships carrying con-
traband only when it is impossible to take them
t¢ port for a prize court adjudication—and that
nmicans always—she does not give any undertaking
to insure the <afety of passengers and crew.

Germany has repudiated and still repudiates
tall responsibility for the deaths of American
women and children on the Lusitania, on the
Falaba, on the Arabic and the Hesperian. In the
case of the Arabic she has permitted her Ambas-
sador to intimate that while not admitting any of
our contentions or accepting the clear evidence in
the case =hc i1s probably willing to do the hand-
some thing rather than have trouble. But this
generous offer Las as yet assumed no official form,
and her willingness to do the right thing must be
preceded by arbitration by a Hague tribunal
of overwhelming evidence to controvert which
Germany has nothing but an impudent assertion.
And in the casc of the Hesperian Germany has
flatly denied that the ship was sunk by a torpedo,
believing that no definite evidence to the contrary
would be forthcoming. But unfortunately definite
evidence to the contrary has been forthcoming,
not only in the shape of fragments of the torpedo
that struck the Hesperian, but in the shape of the
evidence of the captain and crew of the Crosby,
who actually saw the sinking and were immediately
pursued by the submarime that sunk the Hes-

(& L.18

We must expect no satisfaction from Germany
on the submarine question, only eel-like wrig-

‘hnnr.a'ue.mdumﬁcalmmum

| spirit.

quality.

Voices over the telephone are always interest-
ing. In some cases they make clear and almost
startling revelations of character. Isolated from
those other physical qualities which may be dis-
tracting, they seem like direct cxpres:io;us of the
“What a nice disposition Nellie has" 1
recently heard a lady remark, as she turned from
the telephone. “You can feel it in her voice.”

We sometimes realize for the first time quality
of voice in people we know intimately when it
comes to us over the wire. There is one friend
1 take a special pleasure in hearing at the tele-
phone. Her voice rises from those quiet depths
where the wonderful traits of character live, seren-
ity, gentleness, tolerance and kindness.
hear her the sound is restiul.
myscll trying to reply in the same way.

Just to

those traits deny the power of irritation and noise
and hurry and convey a sense of the stren
the beauty of peace.

Edison’s Nes 'Iﬂll .

Thomas A. Edison now has a
not gencrate chlorine gas. He did
within the last two or three days.
moved to investigate the subject by
war, or even by the sinking of the F-3. Fiy
ago naval officers who realized that chlorine
was the greatest danger in submarines ap
to Mr. Edison to invent a battery that wouy
produce it. He solved the
two years ago, but some difhculties remained. 1t
is announced now that these have been sur-
mounted, and a battery that will not evolve chlo-
rine is now available for submarincs.—Philadel-

phia Record.
Learning Spanish.

Four hundred students were regist :
;so’:"i"' :}r;tgg 121,_.'? ,h:l Um.‘w“_eg o';rif- in the
openc 15 and 200 mor .
admission < B bcaghoact R o denicd

that the line is not busy and that some one is at |

lless task of severing diplomatic relations that can |

| Europe.

Neutrality of U

. S. Consul
Gaffney Under Suspicion

New York. Bept. 25.—The Herald
this morning prints the fnltmrln_;:

Thomas St. John Gaffney. United
States Consul General at Munich, Ger-
many, has attracted much unfavor-
ahle criticism concerning his conduct
of his oMice since hostilitles siarted in
1t has been asserted that Mr.
CGaffney has permitlied his strong Teel-
ings against the English to sway him
in his actions at a time when he not
only had charge of affairs for this
government, but for Greal Britain.
The State Department, it was learned
yesterdny, has taken cognizance of
the complaints made by certain indi-
vidusls sguinst Mr. Gaffney, and it is
felt by mer in high ofMficial circles in
Washington thay Mr. Gaffney has besn
extremely Impolitic at u time when it
was better for the government of this
country that he wshould make the
greatest effort to be neutral

Through the allegations againsy Mr.
Gaffney a remarkable revelation (s
made. Letters have heen sent to him
by an oMcer of an Irish organization
in this eity by way of the Austro-
Hungarian Consuiate here. It is re-
markable that this was possible, when !
(‘ount von Bernstorffl and Dr. Dumba
have heen continually protesting that
they could not get into proper com-
munication with their respective gov-
ernments,

The German end Austro-Hungarinn
Ambassadors have lold President Wil-
son that they were practically cut o
from their respective foreign ofMecer,
at a4 time when = casurl Amerieal was
able 1o requexrt that a letter addressed
to Mr tGiaffney be sent to Munich,
through the medium of the consulate
the Aual empire
Farwarded from Consul’'s Ofice,

Moreover, through coples of letlers in
the possession of the Herald, It is learned
that the correspondence from the Ameri-
can citizen to Mr. Gaffney had heen for-
warded by the persons In the Austrian
consul's office. There seemed to be no
difficulty about the delivery of a missive
written by Denis A, Spelllssy. Mr. Spel-
laesv, incidentnlly. is treasurer of the
Amerienn committee of the Irish Na-
tional Volunteers, and for many Vears
has known Mr. Gaffney. Mr, Spellissy
has & law office at No, 26 Broadway.
He just wanted a letter sent, and ap-
parently did not wish It to go througn
the usual chunnels, though why he did
not is still a myatery.

HSinre the beginning of the war the
State Department has malntained a spe-
cinl pouch service to the consulates in
Germany, Muil thus sent to officials of
the LUnited Stiates is not subjected to
censorship by the Germans. Mr. Spel-
fissy, if he wanted to communicate with
Mr. Gaffney, could easily have sent the

]

In placing the telephone in a house very little | been read at the Amerlcan Embassy in

15 100 Stutes and forwarded throuzgh consuls is

latant, addresssd to D

letter by this means. But the Jetter
might have been read by the State De-
partment. Also the misslve might have

All mail from belligerent coun-
in the United

Berlin.
tries to private persons

read at the State Department. However,
in a letter dated August 12, 1815, Mr.
Spellisgy sent this missive to Ludwig von
Kleinwaechter, No. 24 State street:

“Denr Sir—1 am very desirous of get-
ting the snclosed letter delivered to Mr
Gaffnes,. our consul at Munich,

“May | ask your aul in doing so, as |
find no other means of getting it 1o him?”

“"Youre faithfully,
"DENIS A, SPELLISSY.
“Per M Confidential Secretary.”
No Difficalty In Commuonlcation.

8,

Eight dayvs afterward this note was re-
coived by Mr- Spellisgy from a person in
the Austro-Hungarian consul's office:

“In reply to yvour favor of the 12th in-
Ludwig von Kleln-
warcchter, 1 bex to =ayv that | have for-
wnrded the enclosure te Mr, Gaffney.

“Believe me. denr sir,

“Yours very truly,

rupted, whether we are listening or telling it our-|here had no great difficuity In getting

If 1t is the speaker he has 10 begin all over|rived there and after a wait ,of a few

|

Politeness demnands | mounted the stales from the hasement,
H

“For the L. nnd R. Consul General®
Hence it is shown that the Austrians

thelr communications to Germans,
Mr. Spellissy lves at 104 West Forty-
“ighth street. He wns dining when 1 ar-

minutes the treasurer of the Amerlcan
Committee of Irlsh National Volunteers

e lighted the gas and settled back in an
armchalr.

“Are vou fn thg bhabit of sending much
mail to Germany for your organizotion?”
he was asked,

“Neo," responded Mr., Spellissy.,

“Have you not an ageént for the soclety
there?’

*Neo."

!

“Have you discovered that it Is more
convenient to send letters by way of the
German or Austrian consals than the
usun! means of communication™

*No, not that I know of.”

“Know Mr. Gaffoey?"’

“Yes, | know Mr. Gaffney.”

“Did vou send any letters to him by
way of the Austro-Hungarian consu-
lnte ™"

“Not that [ remember.”

Written While He Wan Away.

“Well,” said the reporter, "“perhaps you
will recall sending this request to Dr.
Kleinwaechter.”

The reporter presenied a copy of the
mirsive, Mr. Spillissy raised his eye-
brows, frowned, and then a smile lighted
his countenance. Yem, he remembered
something mbout the communication, but
he thought that it had been written
while he was away. It was hinted that
perhaps one of his stenographers had
thought to send the letter to Mr. Gaffney
he would be safe in asking the Austrian
vonsul's ofMice if they could forward U
for Mr. Spilllssy.

“And what dld the letter to Mr. Gafl-
ney contain?®

“[t was just a friendly letter,” an-
swered Mr. Spillissy. *T recollect that 1
told him that he should not bother him-
self about the newspaper comments, as
lHes were being told In all of them, espe-
clally against Germany.”

“Was there any particular reason for
not sending the letter to an officlal of
the United States government vim Wash.

ington '
“Well, yes; 1 knew that it would be
opencd. All my letters Are opened. I

know that, but it does not worry me. But
this was a personal missive, and [ did
not wish to have it read by everybody,
| may have =ald in it that [ honed that
the allies would be beaten. Remember,
that | might have sald that, but I don't
know that | did. 1 have not heard from
Mr. Gaffney since he was consul general
at Dresden, Germany. This was a sym-
pathetic letter to him, as I know him
to be a fellow of tremendous nerve.™
Mr. Spellissy declared he could not re-
member any particular thing about the
missive. He had known Mp. Gaffney and
he believed that Mr. Gaffney many years

ago had been introduced to him by
Charles O'Connor Hennessy, brother of
John A, Hennessy.

“But there's nothing to this. There's

no reason to make a fuss sbout It sug-
gested Mr. Spelllssy. “What's to show
that they received it at the consulate™”
“Oh," sald the reporter, “that's all
done Probably you do not remember
Ketting a note from the Austrian con-
sul's office telling you that the letter
would be forwarded?™*

Dr. Kleinwaechter's Views.

Mr. Spellissy was not in a remembetr-
ing mood. The reporter then showed
him a copy of the letter from the Aus-
trian consulate’s office. However, 1o Mr,
Spellissy it was just stirring up a tea-
POt tempest.

The following day the reporter went
to the Austrian Consulate and Dr.
Klienwaeciiter was not in. The secre-
tary made himself known and he look-
ed at the letters. Dr. Klelnwaechter
immediatcly appeared to look at them

himselZ  He did not care whether (lie
leiters hed been received and writtern,
¢id no: care to say how it Lad bcen

forwirded, and so far as Irlsh socle-
ties wers concerned he knew rothing
much about them,

Dr. Klaenwaechter, who is one of the
Austro-Hungarian vice consuls, said
his familiarity with the Irish Waorld
and Gaelic publicatidn was about all
he Knew about Irish organizationa
Ingidentally, he declared that when the

er wns written from the Austro-
Hungarian Consulate he was away on
a wvacatioa Mr. Spellissy, it will Le
remembered, aleo was away

Thereupon the reporter weant to see
Mr. Spellissy again. He was in his
office Hix stenographer initial: are
*M. 8" Mr. Spellissy was reminded
that to eliminate all mystery concern-
ing the letter he wrote to Mr. Gaffney
it migh: he well to look up the copy
of his letter fle. Mr. Spellissy still
wins of the opinion that the letter wax
but a mele hill, and he was not sure
whether he could lay his hands on the
copy At any rate, he did not

“Say,” said Mr Spellissy, “would
you mind telling me where you got
those letters™

There was light in his eye, which
dimmed when the reporter answere?.

“In .he Herald office.™

He repeated that the letter of Me
Gaffne; had been sent that particelar
wiry because he did not wish it to be
read.

DUMBA, THE MACEDONIAN.

Whe s this Dr. Dumba who thus sels
himselr to surpass the traditional record
of Austro-Hungarian stupidity? His
diplomatic career has heen somewhat un-
fertunate. Of Macedonian origin, he ac-
quired his first experience in that tor-!
tuous school of diplomacy, the Austro-
Hungarian Legntion at Belgrade. The
sort of work that the Ballplatz uscd m|
demand of ils representatives In  the |
Serbian capital has been made sufficlent- |
Iy known te the world in a series of un-
savoury trials and scandals, There inl
no reason for thinking that Dr. Dumbl!
was anything but an effickent pupll in'
the arts that earned for Count Forgach |
a European disrepute, But before he )
could fully prove his worth his career
was cut short by domestic difficulties
that led to his temporary retirement
from active service, Eventually, how-
over, ha was reinstated. and the com-
pleteness of his restoration to official |

Instinctively | find | as Ambassador to Washington,

Even in the hard conditions of lﬂthhoningi:

gth and |

battery that will | tdently count upon their stupidity.
not invent it |the Austro-Hungarian diplomatists were

He was not |88 clever 2
the present | ™
€ YEArs | \jon that the methods and atmosphere

aled |

d not | his class.
ﬂ?roblcm substantially ! into trouble, and the American people

ashing- |

crowded. Almost all universities are facs capitals are assiduously pro-
same problem, and many of them rmn ﬂn:'ﬂ;ﬁ: 3...:““ u.:: the Balkan situation calls
is a corresponding falling off in registration | for the undivided attention of Austro-
in the German classes. I:i‘hldloohxnoqgmg'ocrm stutesmanship, and that ail ex-
com:t?. eagerncss to learn Span- | ternal complications should, If possibie,
ish. e@uh&eﬂw?ﬂmmh-mﬁm.um‘mm
giviag Spas n Seattle seven teachers are| B\t s led to mo stranger develop.

. iﬂ%hﬁ‘ﬂm “"I mmmrmmﬂmm

favour was shown when he was appoint- |
ed to succeed Baron von Hengelmuller |
In the|
American Capital his pecullar training
nd talents found little scope until the!
utbreank of the war. But the present|
revelations prove that be has not been)
jdle, and that his ene¢rgies have been!
marked with the unscrupulous obtuseness
that is8 characteristic of Austro-Hun-
| garian diplomacy. The Ballplatz c¢an
always rely on the pliabflity of jts
agents. The oulside world can as con-
It

they are professionally un-
ral they would be formidable. As It
Dr. Dumba, with his serene assump-

of Vienna are ldentical with those of
Washington, may be taken as a type of
His blunderings have got him

{ and the American government may very
safely be trusted to deal with him as
he descrves. [t is entirely thelr own
affair, and has no interest for any of
the allled powers but that of amuse-
ment and disgust. At the same time,

| small volume during the

by-product of the world upheaval is more
tonishing than this, it is that Dr.
mmhn_ a Macedonian by descent. should
be In a position, as Austro-Hungarian
Ambassador In Washington, to disturb
the diplomatic friendship between Presi-
dent Wilson and the Emperor Francis
Jogeph.—~From a London exchange.

THE LOAN TO THE ALLIES,

The delegation of eminent London and
Paria financlers. lately arrived !n this
country, appears to have proposed In
general a five-year loan at a vate of
something around 5 per cent, zuaranteed
by the French and English governments,
and pavable, Interest and principal, In
American curreney. The sum under dis-
cusglon is very large; It has ralsed the
question whether an operation of the sort
is prudent, and who, after all, will buy
the bonds, The answer seems to be that
ths American money market is in abso-
lutely plethorie condition, that our banks
are provided with avallable credits to
an almost unprecedented degree, and yet
that new (ssuea of securities in the
United States, to banks or to private In-
vestors, have been of extraordinarily
twelvemonth
past. The question. then, ls not =0 mich
of ability to subscribe as of the value

of the Investment.
It is difficult to see how any serious
question can arise regardinzg this, since

the whole credit of the French tepublie
and of the British Empire stands behind
the bonds. The further question, as to
whether so large a loan of capital by
our markets to France and Enzland
would be a violation of neutrality. is al-
ready answered. No valld objection to
the operation on that ground could exist.
As a matter of fact, not only was the
Russian government last winter permit-
ted to raise a substantial credit fund in
New York City for purchase of war mu-
nitlons, and not only did the French
Fovernment borrow for that and other
purposes in New York on its short-time
notes, but the German government it-
self sold $10,000,006 5 per cent notes on
the American market last spring, and
even went so far as to Invite and re-
ceive subscriptions in the United States
for the lmperial German war loan.—The
Independent.

BRITISH WAR COST HIGH.
Conting Her sl....'—.l.. Dally and
Germany Only £ 3,000,000,

" THE OPEN FORUM

In Which Readers of The

Herald Give Their Views

on Current Topics.

Editor. of The washinston Heraud: 1t|
na’ be presumptuoug for the Indisilaal)
to attempt to discuss the war=, which isx
now raging in Europe, or the probability
cf the United States becoming involved
In war in the near or remote futur> But
corritdering the persistent «lalm, made
by the Germans, that the allics are de-
feated ard that German Kultur is (o be-
come a dominant ana contro'ling intlu-
ence throvghout the world, Is it not time
fo: the citizen to enquire what this bn-
portant «l.ment is that the peotle of the
I'niterd State will be compelled to con-
slder.  The Germans in Amerca are
demanding that their langusge e taught
and everybody Instructed to speak it. It
Is the forerunmner of that most remark-
able thing called Kultur. My idea of
Kultur, according to my interpretation
of the German meaning, is that it fol-
lowa an ides to the ultimate dividing it
into Its component parts, with a view of
reaching out for and getting the bes=t
that can be obtained. It is » refined
efficiency, controlling every effort o the
mind, and s gulded by an Indiviaual
whose Kultur &8 of the highest order
and whose authority and power is un-
limited. It is the invisible impulse that
impels the muititude to sction.

Prof. Hugo Munsterberg savs that the
German parentg and the German schoo
teacher, who taugkt the children dis-
cipline and thoroughness, have won thus
war, He al=o savs that this country
can never train an army successfuliy at
Plattsburg. ‘Ihe training must begin
at home. These are the rudiments of
Kultur.

In this country we sing 1 Did Not
Ralse My Boy to Be a Soldier.” In Ge:--
many they sing “When My Country Calls
My Boy Is Reads.” We are said to ve
too proud to fight. When the ocean s
Germanized and her victorious feet. aug-
mented by the captured allied Heets,
sweeps down the Atlantic coast and
lands her invincible cohorts upon our
shores and then continues the voyage
and knocks the Monroe doctrine into an
Inactive conditlon we will be compelled
ts fight.  All this may seem overdrawn.
but any one who has read the books and
papers, written by German authors, wanl
soon get the idea well fixed In  his
mind, that the Kalser would some day
make an effort to obtain a foothoid in
the Western Hemisphere, Prof. Schmol-
ler, Dr. Hotzach, Dr. UUnold, Lr. Vintner
and many other prominent German Kul-
turists have =ald that Germany must
pursue a policy of expansion and obtain
for Germany & land whose energy and
induatry would make her a power greater
than England or the United States.

Prof. Schmoller says that the German
fleet will be able to secure for her the
future which should be hera In South
America. Egoism is a disgusting char-
acteristic and German Kulfur is nothing
more than egoism carried to extremes.
It will never be accepted even as a
theory in the United States and when
Dr. Upold says: “The eGrmans are
morally, intellectually and mechanically
superior and, for these reasons, destined
to rule the world,” he simply shows him-
pelfl an egotist. The Germans are the
wolves of Europe snarling, bitting, tear-
ing, but their fangs will be drawn and
they will become as harmlesa ns rabbits,

H. GILBERT.

I

A Prohibition Argument.

Editor of The Washington Herald: I
wonder if your paper is falr-minded
enough to publish the following: 1 have
noticed several editorials virulently at-
tacking prohibition and making frecuent
use of that time-honored and much-over-
worked slogan, *“Prohibitlon does not
prohibit.” Allow me to ask the author
R guestion or two.

Do our penal laws prohibit fraud or

theft? Does capital punishment or life
imprisonment prohibit murder? If not
wouldn't it be a much better plan to

tax these vices, thereby improving trade
ana enriching the government.

One more question If 1 may be so bold.
Do the vice laws prohibit vice? Are not
in this very Capital “disorderly establish-
ments being carrled on under the very
shadow of the Capitol?" JIs this not In
deflance of the law? Why is The Herald
taking such a useless stand as to at-
tack these institutions with the ald of
such foollsh laws? Why, think what
a loss to the trade of the community
it would be were these laws enforced.

If the gentleman belleves “‘prohibition
does not prohibit,” what's his “kick"”
anvhow? Is he afraid he won’t get his
lttle glazs at bedtime? Oh no, my dear
friend, “‘prohibition does not prohibit.”
Is he altrulstic and fears the dear gov-
ernment won't be able to pay Its bllls?
There are other wavs, my [riend, human
ingenuity is not vet exhausted. And
think of the lo=s to the business of the
country (but man alive *'it does not pro-
hibit,” so how van that be?)

Man will always. when he has a dollar,
continue to spend 30 cents of it on whiaky
instead of food and clothes and other
comfortg for his wife and children, and
thus he will save the country from
financial rack nand riin,

THOMAS PORTER MILLER.

Rallways And the I, €. €.

Editor of The Washington Herald:
Commenting upon my views on the sub-
Ject of rallway regulation, Mr. M. J.
Francis. In an interesting article in “Tho
Open Forum,” September 15 takes issue
with the contention that the personnel
of the Interstate C ree Commissi
should be composed of railroad men, and
points to the present commission as an
unqualified success, As a matter of fact,
however, the commission is a fallure,
Worse still, it is a positive stumbling-
block to the prosperity of the nation.

The Interstate N I=xl
has never been ahle, apparently, to ap-
preciate the sltuation of the American
rallways, and the cause of this has
been that the commissioners were not
rallroad men. They have been dealing
with a subject which they are not posted
on. The fact that in the service of the
commission there are men who have
had rallway experience does not alter
the situstion. The commissioners them-
selves, the men who hand down the de-
cisions, are absolutely without experience
in the rallrond world,

We do not appoint insurance men to
serve on boards of pharmacy, br drug-
gists to prise the | i
siona of the country. What respect would
any one have for a medical board com-
posed of lawyers or a board of lawyery
made up of doctors? But the policy re-
jected in those appointments is employed
with reapect (o rallroads—which Is one
of the greatest! of sclences,

Mr. Franciyg declares that it Is a mat-
ter of record that whenever the rates or
practices of & carrier have been under
investigation, and the carrier has sus-
tained themn with incontrovertible facts,
the commission has not faltered In fis
duty of doing right by the carrlers * The

-

sented from the majority’s decisions were
Chalrman James 8. Harlan and Com-
missioner Winthrop M. Dunlels, Mr.
m“mmm:w

creased rates should be permitted—not
grudgingly.”” The five other members
of the commission, however, showed an
uitter incapacity o grasp the nceds of
the roads.

A German View,

The Eastern roads’ petition for a 5 per
cent increase, and the petitions of other
carriers for various nesds, have il been
elven shabby treatment by the Interstate
C e [P That the Amer-
ican rallways are treated worse
the roads of other countrieg is svidenced
by the following statemend taken from
& review of the financial conditions of
the world embtodled in the last annual
report of the great Deutsche Bank of

than

Berlin—an institution with a  paid-up
capital and reserve fund of §5 000 w0

“American rallroads need higher freight
rates. Thewr present rates are the low-
est in the world—representing for Iu-
stance but a fraction of the English rail-
way rates—and this in the fuce of the
frct that wages in the 'nited States,
on the average, are fully twice as high
ns in Furope. Thia latter question s
one of paramount Importance for the
economic welfare of the whole country
because of the earning power of the
gigantic net of American roads is an
essential conditlon for the puossibility of
their ‘securing the urgently needed ad-
ditlonal capital, whercon in turn dependas
the prosperity of the important industries
and the opportunities for the employment
of labor.”*

Railway regulation may be here (o
stay. as Mr. Francis says. Hut a very
great American thinker recently said
that the regulating boards will not atand
the test of time, and that when the pup-
lie fully appreciates the situation thev
would demand thelr abelition and in-
sist that the roads be allowed to develop
under natural laws. At any rate, while
regulation must be endured, let it be of
an Intelligent kind. And let it be ad-
ministered by experienced men, capabls
of understanding cases presented for
thelr decision,

FRANCIS DE SALES RYAN.

The Ntraw Hat Fletion,

Editor of The Washington Herald: Be-
fore the curtain s rung down on a sub-
ject which hag alreany occupied the cen-
ter of the stage too long, I desire to
take off my straw hat temporarily te
the Editor of The Herald for a brief
paragraph In yesterday's lssue, the last
sentence of which reads: “But at least
the men of Washington have demon-
strated the falsity of the theory thal
they are slaves of the calendar In the
matter of dresa.”” Amen, and amen' You
were of course, discussing the theory
that straw hats are supposed to bea dis-
carded on September 15 regatdless, T
is really puzzling to understand how mo
senseless a custom which evidently had
its origin In & home for the feebls mind-
ed, should ever have any advocates or
followers. FRANK M. 9TTINGER.

Taxes In the Diatrict,

Editor of The Washington Herald: Wa
wish to thank you for your editorial,
“For the Benefit of Beyond Towa:"” also,
for the one that called it forth, or that
drew the fire of the anonymous corre-
spondent. That is the way we put It in our
arguments for t on the
Avenue at “The Forum,” three timeg a
week. The District is convenient Lo be
taxed and cussed. but not good anough
to vote, JAMES HUGH KELLEY,

The G. A. R. Escert, 3

Editor of The Washington Herald: The
suggestion that the G. A. R, lead In their
turn out next week s decldedly good.
It will please the comrades very much
to have the escort follow them. The
veterans are old and can't stand as much
as they could fifty years ago. It will
suit the people to have the program
amended accordingly, J. 8 T.

THE SPIRIT OF '15. 4

Some four and fAfty years ago—
But life was precious then a8 now—
Their fathers saw these greybeards

EO,
Stout hearted lads, from forge msnd
plough,
To prove in many a bloody fight
The simple truth that right is right.

Their comrades fell; they fought and
died
Because It was their fathers® way
To wield the sword of truth and right
And not the tongue of yea and nay.
Their names adorn a deathless scroll
Who fought to save & nation's soul,
What trumpet called them forth fto
face
The wrath of the destroying gunsa?

What promise but the pride of race
That still informa these deathless
ones?

What payment but the right to take
The sword in hand for honor's sake?

But now—0Oh, well,
Aown
Since history
Ppage.
It might be better to dinown
Our spiritual heritage,
And lay, like prudent souls, away
A virtue that has ceased to pay.

some Yyears have

turned that crimson

i
It might bhe best to disavow
The faifh they bought with blood
and fire;
Thin military glory, now,

Is not what our young men desirs
They were not raised to lead a life
Of unremunerative strife!
though the treaties that we

signed

He torn into a thousand shreds,
Better be cheerfully resigned

Than all be murdered in our beds,
Or face the horrible expense
Entailed by schemes of mr-a.n?u.

And

The deeds our fathers wrought of
yors
Life on the page of history still
But soldiers now are men of gore
Who should be sweating in a mill,
And honor does not represent
A mood return In cent per cent!

Oh, greybeards, marching In the street,
The ancient glory in your eyes,
And roll of drums to gulde your feet
Through the gold gates of Paradise,
A Bloodless era Iz proclaimed:
Look not at us lest we be shamed'
BRETHERTON.

Casey—Thot was a mean trick the boss
piayed on the bhoys.

Cassidy—Phot was thot?

Casey—Whin they struck he ralsed

their pay before they even had toime to
go out and buy a drink.—Puck.

“Y¥hy do you beg, my pgood man?’
“Can‘t get no work to suit me.”" “Is that
possible? But why beg? Surely you can
get yvourself on an investigating commit-
tee, or & valuation board, or an advisory
commission of some sort."—Louisville
Courler-Journal.

$IX BEST SELLERS,




